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85% of new owners dump their horse within 5 years
The romantic notion of owning a horse quickly wears off as the reality of the responsibility and expense sets in.
Learn more




A horse costs an average of $2,419 per year
Only 15 percent of first-time owners keep their horse for more than 5 years because horses are time consuming and expensive.
Learn more




A healthy horse can live to 35 or more
Too many horse owners don't think about the lifespan of the horse they're about to buy. Horses can live into their 30s. 
Click Here





Americans send nearly 20,000 horses to slaughter each year
USDA inspectors determined 92.3 percent of the American horses sent to foreign slaughter are healthy and capable of living productive lives.
Learn more




Exporting cruelty: 85% of horses slaughtered in Canada
Shuttering U.S. slaughter plants did nothing to protect American horses. The U.S. is now the world's largest exporter of live horses for foreign slaughter.
Learn more




Exporting cruelty: 87% of horses slaughtered in Mexico
America effectively outsourced regulatory control over horse slaughter by allowing kill buyers to transport live horses to foreign slaughter.
Learn more




91% of slaughter pipeline horses starved, emaciated
The vast majority of horses Swingin' D has saved from the corrupt, corrosive slaughter pipeline have been alarmingly thin.
Click Here





100% of horses deserve a chance
We have yet to encounter a horse that deserves the fate of an execution in hell. Every horse deserves an opportunity to learn and grow to its fullest potential. You can help.
Here's how



				

																					

		

				

				

				
				
														
															
													

				

				
				
			From slaughter to sanctuary to Happily Ever After.
		

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
						
					
			
						
				
					
					
				

				

			

							
				
									
						Volunteer					

				
									
						Apply Online					

				
							

						
				

				

				
				
							Our volunteers help provide the highest possible quality care for the horses we save. We always need help mucking, grooming, bathing, feeding, walking, shopping for feed and organizing. Experienced horse people help with evaluating and training. We also need administrative help – organizing volunteers, for starters! We also need help with social media, marketing, fundraising, bookkeeping and other office duties.
						

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
					
				

				

			

							
				
									
						Donate					

				
									
						501(c)3 Tax Deductible					

				
							

						
				

				

				
				
							Swingin’ D Horse Rescue is a 501(c)3 private operating foundation. Donations – whether in the form of cash, land, tools, feed or other benefits – are tax deductible. We also have shopping lists at our favorite farm supply stores for those who prefer to know exactly where your money is going. We provide premier intensive care and training to the horses we save. The more we collect in donations, the higher quality care we can provide.
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						Our Horses					

				
							

							
				Foster/Lease Options

			

				
				

				

				
				
							Check out our impressive horses available for foster, lease and adoption. One of our primary tenets is responsible horse ownership, so we require a contract any time a horse leaves Swingin’ D. It’ nothing personal. If you’re a responsible adopter, you won’t even feel the difference. If you’re hoping to connect with  your soul horse, you may have come to the right place!
						

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
					
				

				

			

							
				
									
						Learn & Share					

				
									
						Make a Difference					

				
							

						
				

				

				
				
							Swingin’ D Horse Rescue believes horses deserve to live and die with the dignity they’ve earned. Since the 1400s, when Spanish explorers roamed the plains on horseback, horses have been part the American fabric. They helped to discover and build this great nation.  Swingin’ D was founded to draw attention to the travesty and tragedy of horse slaughter, and to save as many horses as we can from a terrible fate.
						

				

					

		

					

		
					

		

					

		
				
							

							
					
			
						
				
			RIDING HORSES AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION
		

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
					
					
				

				

			

							
				
									
						Mid-Teens Mare					

				
									
						Easy Handle, ready to ride					

				
							

							
				Ready to Ride

			

				
				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
					
				

				

			

							
				
									
						Jozi - "Joyful Child"					

				
									
						MUST BE ADOPTED WITH FAMILY					

				
							

							
				Started

			

				
				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
					
				

				

			

							
				
									
						Golden Emblem - 2014 Mare					

				
									
						INTERMEDIATE TO EXPERIENCED					

				
							

							
				OTTB

			

				
				

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
					
					
				

				

			

							
				
									
						Rory and Aurora					

				
									
						Consider adopting together					

				
							

							
				16.3 hands

			

				
				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
					
				

				

			

							
				
									
						Rory - 2015 Gelding					

				
									
						Tall, Experienced Rider Recommended					

				
							

							
				16.3 hands

			

				
				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
					
				

				

			

							
				
									
						Seven Anns - 2003 Mare					

				
									
						Intermediate to Experienced Rider					
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			SPECIAL HORSES AVAILABLE For Foster/Adoption
		

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
					
					
				

				

			

							
				
									
						Wilma - Elderly Companion					

				
									
						Requires daily arthritis meds					

				
							

							
				special needs

			

				
				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
					
				

				

			

							
				
									
						Winston					

				
									
						GRADUATED TO RESCUE AMBASSADOR					

				
							

							
				Unavailable

			

				
				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
					
				

				

			

							
				
									
						Ralphie					

				
									
						Green Broke Project Horse					

				
							

							
				Special Needs

			

				
				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
					
				

				

			

							
				
									
						Anastasia - "Resurrection"					

				
									
						Only available under special circumstances					

				
							

							
				Special Needs

			

				
				

				

					

		

					

		
				
							

							
					
			
						
				
			Some of our success stories
		

				

					

		

					

		
				
					
			
	
	
	
	
		

					
					
			
						
				
					
			
								Sometimes "success" is defined by the way a horse is allowed to spend his last days. Rather than spend his final hours terrified on a cramped trailer bound for a Mexican slaughterhouse, Walter lived for several months on acres of lush pasture where his adopter loved and cared for him every day. After we bailed this elderly bag of bones from the kill lot, Walter got back to a healthy weight. He was about 22 when he died under a vet’s care.
Elvis was our second rescue in February of 2017. He was also the first horse we quarantined at the Swingin' D. Recovered from EPM, his adopter boards him with us, so we get to spend quality time with him every day! We're thrilled to be part of Elvis' Happily Ever After.
When Harry met Paige: Harry was skin and bones when he was surrendered to us in November of 2017.
Our neighbor fell in love with flashy and sweet Cash after we saved him from slaughter.  He was one of two horses starved nearly to death by a woman who was supposed to provide quarantine. After Cash, we started QTing our own horses. Once Cash recovered at the 'D, he was adopted and is now living his Happily Ever After with our neighbor, Karen.
Priscilla came to us through Save Our Standardbreds from Slaughter, a fellow 501C3 that focuses on standardbreds discarded after their racing careers end. After traveling all the way to Oklahoma from Tennessee, Priscilla found her forever home with fearless Emalee, who earned the mare's trust within seconds of meeting her!
Zane was our first "special needs" horse. He needed someone who could commit to him, so we offered him as part of our first foster program. A couple of weeks in to her 30-day foster, Krista was able to accomplish things with Zane that no one else could. By the time the trial was up, Zane had his soul human! Another Happily Ever After.
It was love at first sight when Solomon met Moses, a horse we brought in as a trade for mules we rescued from slaughter. Have you ever seen a more perfect match of a boy and his soul horse? We hadn't either, but we were sure blessed to be part of this Happily Ever After.
			

												
											

					
											

				
									

				

				

					

		

					

		
				
							

							
					
			
						
				
			Our Mission:
		

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
			Choke off the corrupt, corrosive slaughter pipeline at both ends - by creating more responsible horse owners through education and training; and reducing the number of unwanted horses by advocating for restricted breeding and mandatory gelding.
		

				

					

		

					

		
				
					
			
	
	
	
	
		

					
					
			
						
				
			Former Miss Oklahoma Trades Crown for Ponytail, Stilettos for Cowboy Boots
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						Facebook					
				

									
						Keep up with Swingin' D on Facebook! Like and follow our page to see the latest information on rescues, quarantine progress and adoptions!					

							

		

				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
						
				
								
			

						
				
					
						Instagram					
				

									
						Horses do the craziest things, and we try to capture their personalities in photos and videos. Be sure to follow us on Instagram to see how our horses progress.					

							

		

				

				

					

		

				
			
						
				
					
						
				
								
			

						
				
					
						Youtube					
				

									
						We try to post videos of the horses we rescue - from kill pen pickup, to quarantine, to vet visits, to evaluation and training, to adoption. Be sure to watch!					
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